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He Makes Buildings Come 
---

We ha,·e a ,·ery interesting man 
in our to,,n ,,110 seems to 
beautiful old buildmgs Charlie 
1-l.o,,,ell is the man ['m talki.:1g 
about. 

lf �·ou ha,·e in the past 4 ,veeks 
dri\'en dov.n ""th A,·e ne:\.'t to tl1e 
bank and Dr Day· s office you 
might ha,,e noticed. a large 
picture of Jesus or a soldier in 
the back yard of Charlie Ho,vells 
tl1en you kno,v , ... no this story is 
about 

I asked Charlie bo,� old he was 
and his response ,vas I'm over 
21. He doesn ·t like to give out
his atte. but I �ill tell vou that
)'OU can ·1 believe the agility this
man has for his age and bis
condition.

Two years ago while painting 
he slipped off a scaffolding and 
cru.shed 4 vertebrae1s. It really 
hasn't slowed him down. He 
still paints bis murals, but now 
he needs a cane to help him get 
up and down on the ladder. 

Mr Howell has been painting 
and dra\\-ing since he was 5, and 
he got started purely by 
accident. When he was five his 
brother an.d drawn a picture and 
his family had gone crazy over 1t, 
but Charlie and drawn one also 
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Charlie Howell and a picture of Jesus that he is painting for a 
business in downtown East Moline. 

and they didn't seem to notice. He decided right then to make a better 
picture and he has been drawings and painting since then. 

I asked him if it was a hobby, he said no it was his business. He was 
a sign painter with General Outdoor Advertising for 21 years. It was 
the largest sign company in the world. He painted out of town Cedar 
Rapids, Sioux City, and Davenport. 

I asked him if he ever had any type of professional classes or 
instruction. His answer was quite humorous to this. 

He was always told that he would never be anytl1ing_ but a sign 
pajnter, so he decided to take a course in painting offered at a local 
Art Gallery, it was a 3 month course t11at through the University of 
Iowa. He s1lowed up at cJnss one day ru1d asked one of tlte ladies 
there wJiat be was suppose to do. Charlie said she looked dowtt at 
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him 8lld then proceeded to do 
their own thing. Each of these 
ladies had either Bachelor or 

Master Degrees in Art. 
Charlie states that he has a 

degree it is 98. 6 degree. 
He finally found someone who 

would help him and he staned to 
draw in pastels and he 
completed faster then the ladies 
who were sketchin2 in charcoal. 

-

Which by the way was what lie 
should have been sketching in 
also. Of course the ladies had to 
tell him he was doing it all -

WTOng. 

All of the classes works, were 
then entered in various contests 
and be took all the top honors. 
At the end of the course, the 
instructor asked one of the top 
students to critic the others and 
Charlie ,vas asked. You can 
imagine how these ladies feh 

Charlie paints from pictures. 
he is able to paint just about 
anything. He does not do this as 
a hobby it is his business and he 
gets jobs b} work of mouth 
Charlie served two terms on 

the Village board. 
Cont. on page 2 
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